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avalanches daily from its snow-covered mountains, and to study the arrangement of their material, as it swept over and settled itself on the surface beneath. As these avalanches, usually composed of rather finely divided material, thundered down the ice-covered slants, they were resolved by the channelled and ribbed surfaces, and even by the smooth ones, into columns, which descended in spray-like streams accompanied by rolling clouds of snow-dust upon the n6v6~slopes and fans formed by the d6bris of former avalanches. When the snow-clouds cleared away, the avalanche-tracks were seen to be covered with longitudinal ridges with more or less serrated tops, the peripheral ones being most sharply defined, and, in case of fans, diverging with their diverging contours* The only factor necessary to convert these into nieve peniteate, as had already been done in similar cases, would be the action of heat for a sufficient length of time.
Frequent observation would suggest that, the more finely divided the avalanche material and the greater the horizontal or forward distance travelled after striking, the greater is the chance of develop*